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U.S. STUDY.ANALYZES .
SO‘J{ET ATON MISHAP

Urals lnc1dent of 1957 58 ls Founcg
to Have Requxred Evacuatuon "
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ment stidy.done by: sciennsts at'the Oak
Ridge.National:Laboratory. in Tennessee
has concluded thata Soviet nuclear acci-
dent iithe winter of 1957-58 contaminated
an area’ ﬂ);at’mayrhave been as large‘as’
severak hundred squaré-miles and- Prob-
ably forced thée evacuation of residents of

- gbout 30 villages. & 5t B! A

mesmdyfsmd. e:acmdent rompted

. the Soviet Union to construct @ system ot

- dams and canals'in’: a:rattempt tomduce'

: the spread of contaminated water: :

: study ' was-obtained:* by Crmcal
Mass,. ania.ntmuclw group; started “by:
Ralph.Nader;: the consumer advocate,.
andwas made ‘publictoday by'the group.
Mr.iNader'saidin a statement that the in-
formationput togetheron the: Sov;et acci-,

; Mr. M‘edvedev.'. st reported ‘the acci:
-dent, ?whxchz..occun'ed near--Kasli .in
s Chelyabmslchvmce of the Urals, intwo
! amcln«pubhshed"hh the— -weekly.:New.

W.W.. Nortcn & Comgg_gy rin j{g___}{grk.
_The bTo'EattnEx—:ed the accident to ane;;_-
_.,plosxon‘.’of;:uclearqwasta ¢
_mmd: 8% g‘ﬁ‘ .‘.2..‘%- ;.’»4
Tbe—?é:p;geOakad'ge study was com-
; pleted’«ixr’December byJ R Trabalka;
- L. D.;Eyman:{and:S; T3¢ Auerbach; 7 all
‘ members of the Envnmnmental Sciences]

- Division obthe Oak’ Rxdge facxlity’Ihey
: made: are: md den «_ “anal " Dr.

ents and: Sovxet/pubhca-

B g8 -‘“wﬁ‘ ToT R
- e 5 S%cﬁ f s';yﬁt‘!‘lat

B ark
onglnaﬂybelieved that Medvedevctmld
‘. have xeachecb completely Incorrect con-’
; clusmns about bath the source and the ex-

- radioactive elerrients.through a chemical

: peared to invelve some loss of lite (mag-
. nitude nndetenmned), the evacuation of

- of 30thfages lrrRegron“;;: '

-suggested that persons in the area around

'appeared to have been *‘specitically de-

‘L-shaped area:as being: ‘‘the zone in

.| -centers-and. surface hydraulic. features

y population density in the affected region
‘and-the reported level of strontium 90

4 100t01,000 square lulometers, or about 40

"1 25 tontiuni 90 Was Released -

The 's¢ientists " added: that once th_ey
had seen-ihe dafa released by the C.T. A.
OvVember ey deci taat

Medvedev was descnomg an actLath&-
Ttoricarnuclear incident.”. s

The study said the. accxdent“ had in-

volved a release of strontium 90 and other

explosion in tanks containing radicactive
wastes from a nuclear weapons program.

- *“The scope of the incident, in human
terms~ was not well, dermed -but -ap«

the tivilian population from a lafge area,
and the appearance of a restricted, radxo—
active contamination zone east of Kasli >
the Oak Ridge' scientists said.. |
‘Dr.: Thomas B! Cochran,: a physxcxst
with /the * Namral :Resources:-Defense
Cotingil,_ a‘} group-‘opposed toinuclear
power, saxd inaninterview that the levels’
of contamination discussed by the report

ther site might- have: received: radiation]
doses. suﬂxcient todouble their chances of
gemngbone cancerand leukemia. ;™

‘; Detalled Maps Were Compared Sy

The report said: the conclusion about.
‘thei probable  abandonment of villages |
was based on *““comparisons of high reso-
lution: maps of the area between Chelya-
binsk.and Sverdlovsk based on materials
before /(1936-54)..and after-the accident
(1973-1974),” “indicating the deletion of
over 30 names of small communities,

The report said the maps showed the
addition of several dams and canals that

signed to prevent a waterborne contami-
nant (such as strontium 90) from moving
farther downstream in the Techa River
system.” The Techais south of Kasl.: .-

A map with the ‘report showed an

which extensive changes in population

appear after the incident.”’ The reportdid
not;say: why the impact of t.he accident
bad spread in two directions. . .

The report.said that “*due- to the hjgh

contamination, the event probably re-
sulted:in’ the evacuation and/or settle-|
ment of human population from a sngruh-
cant area.” They estimated the area as

to 400 square mxles .

Sanitized Copy App‘roved for Releasé.2010/07/22 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404030034-5



